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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To provide a steering wheel structure with such a 
characteristic as 

to be relatively easy to deform at the beginning of a shock and 
thereafter 

large in energy absorbing capacity. 

CONSTITUTION: A bent part of approximately inverted U-shape cross 
section 

with its opening part closed at the time of receiving specified load 
is formed 

at a center spoke 7. When a secondary collision between an occupant 
and a 

steering wheel 1 is generated in association with the head-on 
collision of a 

vehicle, a shock is applied to the center spoke 7 at the beginning of 
the 

collision, so that the bent part 8 is deformed in the closing 
direction and 
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finally closed by the contact of one end part with a boss plate 4. 
V Until the 

bent part 8 is closed, the bent part 8 is easily deformed, and 
generated drag 

is relatively small. As a result, self-aligning is generated easily. 
After 

the closure of the bent part 8, the center spoke 7 is deformed in the 
same way 

as spokes 6 without bent parts 8 formed so as to obtain relatively 
high drag, 

that is, a high shock absorbing capacity is displayed. 
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